
Rudston Primary School English Scheme of Work 
 
Children in all year groups to have regular opportunities for performance and reading aloud of texts, including poetry and plays, and their own writing.  
 
Children in all year groups to have access to, and opportunities to study, texts from cultures other than their own and texts that represent the diversity of society.  
 
Year 1 pupils should be taught (to): 
Spoken language 
• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 
• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 
• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 
• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 
• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates 
• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 
• select and use appropriate registers for effective communication  
Reading 
Word Reading Comprehension 
• apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 
• respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or 
groups of letters) for all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, 
alternative sounds for graphemes 
• read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing 
GPCs that have been taught 
• read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word 
• read words containing taught GPCs and –s, –es, –ing, –ed, –er and –
est endings 
• read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs 
• read words with contractions [i.e. I’m, I’ll, we’ll], and understand that 
the apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s) 
• read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing 
phonic knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies 
to work out words 
• re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word 
reading 

• develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 
Ø listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at 
which they can read independently 
Ø being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences 
Ø becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and 
considering their particular characteristics 
Ø recognising and joining in with predictable phrases 
Ø learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart, discussing word meanings, 
linking new meanings to those already known 
• understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to: 
Ø drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the 
teacher 
Ø checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading 
Ø discussing the significance of the title and events 
Ø making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 
Ø predicting what might happen on basis of what has been read so far 
• participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say 
• explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them 

Spelling/word structure 
Revision of Reception work (appendix 1) 
• all letters of the alphabet and the sounds which they most commonly represent 
• consonant diagraphs and the sounds which they represent 
• vowel digraphs which have been taught and the sounds which they represent 

Spelling (transcription): 
• words containing each of the 40+ phonemes 
already taught 
• common exception words 



• the process of segmenting spoken words into sounds before choosing graphemes to represent the sounds 
• words with adjacent consonants 
• the sounds /f/, /l/, /s/, /z/ and /k/ spelt ff (off), ll (well), ss (miss), zz (buz) and ck (back) 
• the /n/ sound spelt n before k (bank, think) 
• division of words into syllables (pocket, rabbit, thunder) 
• -tch (catch, kitchen) 
• the /v/ sound at the end of words (have, live, give) 
• attempt some unknown words phonetically 
• adding s and es to words (plural of nouns/the 3rd person singular of verbs) (cats, rocks, catches) 
• adding the endings –ing, –ed and –er to verbs where no change is needed to the root word (hunted, hunting, buzzing, 
buzzed, jumping, jumped, jumper) 
• adding –er and –est to adjectives where no change is needed to the root word 
• vowel digraphs and trigraphs  
• words ending –y (/i:/ or /ɪ/ depending on accent) 
• new consonant spellings ph and wh 
• using k for the /k/ sound 
• adding the prefix –un 
• compound words  
• common exception words 

• the days of the week 
• name the letters of the alphabet (and in 
order) 
• use letter names to distinguish between 
alternative spellings of the same sound 
• add prefixes and suffixes: 
• use the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as 
the plural marker for nouns and the third 
person singular marker for verbs 
• use the prefix un– 
• use –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no 
change is needed in spelling of root words 
• apply spelling rules into writing  
• write from memory, simple sentences 
dictated by the teacher that include words 
using the GPCs and common exception words 
taught so far 

Writing  
Purpose and impact Structure and shape Sentence structure/Conjunctions Basics  
• write sentences by saying out loud what they are 
going to write about 
• compose a sentence orally before writing it 
• re-read what they have written to check that it 
makes sense 
• discuss what they have written with the teacher or 
other pupils 
• read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard 
by their peers and the teacher  
• write whole texts that are interesting, engaging and 
thoughtful 
• write whole texts which are interesting, engaging 
and thoughtful 
• use relevant words that are about a topic/story. 
• produce texts which are appropriate to 
reader/purpose 
• know the purpose and form of some simple writing. 
• Understanding speech in text and beginning to 
write own speech. 

• organise and present 
whole texts effectively that 
sequence and structure 
information 
• sequence sentences to 
form short narratives/retell 
short stories 
• use familiar storytelling 
language. 
• order some events using 
number/time sequencing 
indicators i.e. First, Next,  
• construct a cohesive piece 
with logical links/breaks 
• repeat key words to show 
meaning  
• use bullet points to 
organise a list 

• how words combine to make simple sentences 
• write in simple phrases and clauses i.e. The castle is haunted. 
• write embellished simple sentences i.e. The giant had an 
enormous beard. 
• vary sentences for clarity, purpose and effect 
• write compound sentences (using co-ordinating conjunctions and, 
or, but, so) i.e. The children played on the swings and slid down 
the slide. 
• start sentences with pronoun ‘I’ 
• start sentences with a name 
• start sentences with conjunctions While…When…Where… 
• start sentences with –ly openers: Fortunately… 
Unfortunately…Sadly… 
• use ‘and’ to join two words together 
• use ‘and’ to join two clauses together 
• use conjunctions: and, or, but, so, because, so that, then, that, 
while, when, where 
• write complex sentences using ‘who’ relative clause i.e. Once 
upon a time there was a woman who lived in a forest. 

• sometimes 
use correct 
tense and 
maintain it 
• introduce 
prepositions: 
inside, outside, 
towards, 
across, under 
• use 
determiners: 
the, a, my, 
your, an, this, 
that, his, their, 
some, all, lots 
of, many, more, 
those, these 

Text type/genres Vocabulary Punctuation Handwriting/ 
presentation 

Standard 
English 

Y1 Terminology 

Narrative 
Traditional stories 

• select appropriate 
and effective 

• write with technical 
accuracy of 

• sit correctly at 
table, holding pencil 

begin to use 
some of the 

Revisit and consolidate EYFS terminology 
 



Familiar stories 
Author study 
Adventure stories 
Chapter story 
Fantasy settings 
 
Poetry 
Rhyme 
Animal poems 
Non-fiction 
Newspaper report 
Instructions 
Information text 
Diary entries 
Letter 
Play script 

vocabulary 
• use speech-like 
words 
• use some simple, 
descriptive words 
• use some ambitious 
vocabulary 
• use the prefix un- to 
change the meaning 
of verbs and 
adjectives 
• use adjectives to 
describe i.e. the old 
house, the huge 
elephant 
 

punctuation 
• leave (finger) 
spaces between 
words 
• sometimes use 
capital letters, full 
stops, question 
marks and 
exclamation marks 
to demarcate 
sentences 
• use capital letters 
for names and the 
personal pronoun ‘I’  
 

comfortably and 
correctly 
• form capital letters 
• form digits 0-9 
• begin to form lower 
case letters in the 
correct direction, 
starting and finishing 
in the right place 
• understand which 
letters belong to 
which handwriting 
families and practise 
these 
• lead ins and lead 
outs 

distinctive 
features of 
Standard 
English  

Introduce, use and understand: 
 
•finger spaces, letter, capital letter, word, sentence, 
punctuation, full stop, question mark, exclamation 
mark,  
 
•singular, plural, noun, verb, adjective, conjunction 
 
•vowel/consonant digraphs, trigraphs, prefix, vowel, 
consonant, compound word  
  
•alliteration, onomatopoeia, rhyme, repetition, simile  
 
opening, build up, problem, resolution, ending, 
beginning, middle, end, heading, introduction, bullet 
points, labelled diagrams, character, setting, 

  



Year 2 pupils should be taught (to): 
Spoken language 
• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 
• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 
• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 
• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 
• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates 
• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 
select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 
Reading 
Word Reading Comprehension 
• continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as 
the route to decode words until automatic decoding 
has become embedded and reading is fluent 
• read accurately by blending the sounds in words 
that contain the graphemes taught so far, especially 
recognising alternative sounds for graphemes 
• read accurately words of two or more syllables that 
contain the same GPCs as above 
• read words containing common suffixes 
• read further common exception words, noting 
unusual correspondence between spelling and 
sound and where these occur in the word 
• read most words quickly and accurately when they 
have been frequently encountered without overt 
sounding and blending 
• read aloud books closely matched to their 
improving phonic knowledge, sounding out 
unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and 
without undue hesitation 
• re-read these books to build up their fluency and 
confidence in word reading 

Ø develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 
• listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of poetry (including contemporary and classic), 
stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read 
independently 
• discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related 
• becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales 
• being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways 
• recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry 
• discussing their favourite words and phrases 
• continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting some, with appropriate 
intonation to make the meaning clear  
Ø understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by: 
• drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 
• checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading 
• making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 
• answering and asking questions 
• predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 
• participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to them and those that they  
Ø read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say 
Ø explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that they listen to and those 
that they read for themselves 

 
 
 
 

Spelling/word structure 
Revision of work from Y1 
New work for Y2 (appendix 1): 
• the /dʒ/ sound spelt as ge and dge at the end of words, and sometimes spelt as g elsewhere in words  before e, i and 

Spelling (transcription): 
• segment spoken words into phonemes and 
representing these by graphemes, spelling many 



y 
• the /s/ sound spelt c before e, i and y 
• the /n/ sound spelt kn and (less often) gn at the beginning of words 
• the /ɹ/ sound spelt wr at the beginning of words 
• the /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –le at the end of words 
• the /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –el at the end of words 
• the /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –al at the end of words 
• the /aɪ/ sound spelt –y at the end of words ending –il 
• adding –es to nouns and verbs ending in consonant-letter–y 
• adding –ed, –ing, –er and –est to root words ending in consonant letter– y 
• adding the endings –ing, –ed, –er, –est and –y to words ending in vowel letter–consonant-letter–e 
• adding –ing, –ed, –er, –est and –y to words of one syllable ending in a single consonant letter after a single vowel 
letter 
• the /ɔ:/ sound spelt a before l and ll 
• the /ʌ/ sound spelt o 
• the /i:/ sound spelt –ey 
• the /ɒ/ sound spelt a after w and qu 
• the /ɜ:/ sound spelt or after w 
• the /ɔ:/ sound spelt ar after w 
• the /ʒ/ sound spelt s 
• the suffixes –ment, –ness, –ful and –less 
• contractions 
• the possessive apostrophe (singular nouns) 
• words ending in –tion 
• homophones and near-homophones 
• common exception words 

correctly 
• learn new ways of spelling phonemes for which 
one or more spellings are already known, and 
learn some words with each spelling, including a 
few common homophones 
• learn to spell common exception words 
• learn to spell more words with contracted forms 
• learn the possessive apostrophe (singular)  
• use homophones 
• add suffixes to spell longer words, including –
ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly 
• apply spelling rules and guidance, as listed in 
English Appendix 1 
• write from memory simple sentences dictated by 
the teacher that include words using the GPCs, 
common exception words and punctuation taught 
so far 

Writing  
Purpose and impact Structure and shape Sentence structure/Conjunctions Basics 
• develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for 
writing 

• write narratives about personal experiences and 
those of others (real and fictional) 
• write about real events 
• write poetry 
• write for different purposes and audiences 
• consider what they are going to write before 
beginning 

• plan or say out loud what they are going to write 
about 
• write down ideas and/or key words, including new 
vocabulary 
• make simple additions, revisions and corrections to 

their own writing 
• proof-read to check for errors in spelling, grammar 
and punctuation 

• encapsulate what they 
want to say, sentence by 
sentence, consistently, 
including verbs in the 
continuous form 
• re-read to check that 
their writing makes sense 
and that verbs to indicate 
time are used correctly 
• organise and present 
whole texts effectively that 
sequence and structure 
information 
• include enough 
information and description 
to interest the reader 

• learn how to use sentences with different forms: statement, 
question, exclamation, command 
• use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify 
• use adverb (including –ly) and adverbial  openers i.e. Usually, 
Eventually, Finally, Carefully, Slowly,… 
• vary openers to sentences 
• write embellished simple sentences using adjectives: i.e. The 
boys peeped inside the dark cave. and adverbs i.e. Tom ran 
quickly down the hill. 
• use long and short sentences: 
-use long sentences to add description or information.  
-use short sentences for emphasis. 
• use adverbs for information i.e. Lift the pot carefully… 
• ask questions to the reader 
• use simple, formal language, i.e. in letters…Dear sir 
• use language to introduce simple viewpoints i.e. first of all, 

• use the present 
and past tenses 
correctly and 
consistently 
• use of the 
progressive form of 
verbs in the present 
and past tense to 
mark actions in 
progress i.e. she is 
drumming...he was 
shouting 
• use prepositions: 
behind, above, 
along, before, 
between, after 



• evaluate their writing with the teacher and other 
pupils 
• read aloud what they have written with appropriate 

intonation to make the meaning 
• write whole texts which are interesting, engaging 

and thoughtful 
• use ideas suited to narrative and relevant for non-

fiction 
• show viewpoint through comments and language 
• include the main features of a genre/text-type 

• order writing using line 
breaks to show new ideas 
in narrative and numbers 
in non-fiction 
• construct a cohesive 
piece with logical links/ 
breaks 
• group main ideas 
together 

secondly (adverbials of time) 
• use compound sentences using co-ordination, using or, and, 
or but 
• use complex sentences (subordination) using when, if, that, 
because, what, while, where, so that, to, until i.e. While the 
animals were munching breakfast, two visitors arrived…..During 
the Autumn, when the weather is cold, the leaves fall off the 
trees. 
• drop in a relative clause: i.e. who/which 
Sam, who was lost, sat down and cried….The Fire of London, 
which started in Pudding Lane, spread quickly. 

• use generalisers 
for information i.e. 
Most dogs….Some 
cats… 
• identify 1st or 3rd 
person voice in text 

Text types/genres Vocabulary Punctuation Handwriting/ 
presentation 

Standard 
English 

Y2 Terminology 

Narrative 
Familiar settings 
Sci-fi story 
Traditional story 
Journey story 
Adventure story 
Chapter story 
Stories with 
issues/dilemmas 
Author study 
Real life 
Picture book 
 
Poetry 
Limericks 
Poetry with 
patterns 
Performance 
 
Non-fiction 
Instructions 
Reports 
Persuasive 
letter/brochure 
Non-chronological 
report 
Encyclopaedia 
entries 
Diaries 

• select appropriate and effective vocabulary 
• choose words appropriate to the writing 
• use precise verbs 
• use some ambitious vocabulary  
• formation of nouns using suffixes such as –ness, 
–er  
• compound words i.e. whiteboard, playground 
• formation of adjectives using suffixes such as –
ful, –less use of the suffixes –er, –est in adjectives 
to form comparisons 
• use of suffix –ly in Standard English to turn 
adjectives into adverbs 
• use expanded noun phrases i.e. lots of people, 
plenty of food 
• use ‘list of 3’ for description i.e. He wore old 
shoes, a dark cloak and a red hat…. African 
elephants have long trunks, curly tusks and large 
ears.  
• use two adjectives to describe the noun i.e. the 
scary, old woman… 
• use adverbs for description i.e. snow fell gently 
• start sentences with adverbial phrases and 
reposition in different places in the sentence 

• write with 
technical accuracy 
of punctuation 
• use full stops, 
capital letters, 
exclamation marks 
and question 
marks to 
demarcate 
sentences 
• use commas to 
separate items in 
lists 
• use commas 
after –ly openers 
i.e. Fortunately, 
Finally,   
• use apostrophes 
for contracted 
forms i.e. don’t, I’m 
and the 
possessive 
(singular) in nouns 
i.e. the cat’s 
whiskers 

• form lower-case 
letters of the correct 
size relative to one 
another 
• Use the diagonal 
and horizontal 
strokes needed to 
join letters and 
understand which 
letters, when 
adjacent to one 
another, are best left 
unjoined 
• write capital letters 
and digits of the 
correct size, 
orientation and 
relationship to one 
another and to lower 
case letters 
• use spacing 
between words that 
reflects the size of 
the letters 

some features 
of written 
Standard 
English 
 

 

Consolidate Y1 terminology 
 

Introduce, use and understand: 
 
•apostrophe, comma, 
 
•noun phrase, expanded noun 
phrase, statement, question, 
exclamation, command, tense 
(past, present), adverbs, 
compound sentence, 
contractions, generalisers, 
possession/possessive, co-
ordinating and subordinating 
conjunctions, first person, third 
person 

 
•syllable, homophones, near-
homophones 

 
•setting, plot, formal language, 
emotive language, express 
opinion, chronological 

 
 
  



 
Year 3 pupils should be taught (to): 
Spoken language 
• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 
• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 
• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 
• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 
• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates 
• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 
• select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 
Reading 
Word Reading Comprehension 
• apply their growing 
knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes 
(etymology and 
morphology) as listed in 
Appendix 1, both to read 
aloud and to understand 
the meaning of new 
words they meet 
• read further exception 
words, noting the 
unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling and 
sound, and where these 
occur in the word 
 

Ø develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 
• listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 
• reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 
• using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 
• increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally identifying 
themes and conventions in a wide range of books 
• preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action 
• discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 
• recognising some different forms of poetry (e.g. free verse, narrative poetry)  
Ø understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by: 
• checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context 
• asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 
• drawing inferences such as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 
• predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
• identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these 
• identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 
Ø retrieve and record information from non-fiction 
Ø participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what 
others say 

Spelling/word structure 
Revision of work from Y1 and 2 
New work for Y3 and 4 (appendix 1): 
• add suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words of more than one syllable 
• the /ɪ/ sound spelt y elsewhere than at the end of words 
• the /ʌ/ sound spelt ou 
• more prefixes including those to extend nouns i.e. auto-…super-…anti-…. 
• the suffix –ation 

Spelling (transcription): 
• use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add 
them (appendix 1) 
• spell further homophones 
• spell words that are often misspelt (appendix 1) 
• use the first two or three letters of a word to check its 
spelling in a dictionary 



• the suffix –ly 
• words with endings sounding like /ʒə/ or /tʃə/ 
• endings which sound like /ʒən/ 
• the suffix –ous 
• use ‘a’ or ‘an’ correctly according to next word (vowel or consonant) 
• experiment with more complicated word-building from common root ie. dissolve, solution 

• write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the 
teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far 

Writing  
Purpose and impact Structure and shape Sentence structure/Conjunctions Basics 
• draft and write by creating settings, 
characters and plot in narratives 
• plan writing by discussing writing similar 
to that which they are planning to write in 
order to understand and learn from its 
structure, vocabulary and grammar, 
discussing and recording ideas  
• evaluate and edit by assessing the 
effectiveness of their own and others’ 
writing and suggesting improvements 
• consider/edit changes to grammar and 
vocabulary to improve consistency, 
• proof-read for spelling and punctuation 
errors 
• read aloud their own writing, to a group 
or the whole class, using appropriate 
intonation and controlling the tone and 
volume so that the meaning is clear. 
• write whole texts which are interesting, 
engaging and thoughtful 
• develop multiple ideas in a story 
enriched with descriptive detail 
• develop multiple ideas in non-fiction 
that are factual and precise 
• express a basic viewpoint, an opinion 
or promote an idea 
• produce texts that are appropriate to 
reader and purpose 
• maintain the main features of a genre/ 
text type 
• content makes sense throughout the 
piece 

• organise paragraphs around 
a theme 
• use simple organisational 
devices in non-narrative 
material 
• use strategies to create flow 
i.e. nouns or pronouns for 
clarity, cohesive phrases, 
references back to previous 
points and to avoid repetition 
• construct a cohesive piece 
with logical links/breaks 

 
• introduce paragraphs as a 
way to group related material 
• use headings and sub-
headings to aid presentation 
• use topic sentences to 
introduce non-fiction 
paragraphs i.e. 
Dragons are found across the 
world. 
• create openings signalled in 
narrative i.e Early one 
morning,  
• create endings signalled in 
narrative and non-fiction i.e. 
Finally, Eventually, 
• organise and present whole 
texts effectively that 
sequence and structure 
information 

Ø draft and write by: 
• composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), 
progressively building an increasing range of sentence structures 
(appendix 2) 
• vary sentences for purpose and effect 
Ø one word in isolation to grab reader’s attention i.e. Stop!  
Ø long and short sentences; long sentences to add description or 

information; short sentences for emphasis and making key points i.e. Sam 
was really unhappy…Visit the farm now. 
Ø a sentence of 3 for description i.e. The cottage was almost invisible, 

hiding under a thick layer of snow and glistening in the sunlight. 
Ø fronted adverbial starters to add detail i.e. Carefully, Amazingly,  
- fronted adverbial phrases of time, place or manner’ i.e. A few days ago, 
…. At the back of the eye, In a strange way,  
• add detail into descriptions i.e. precise words, descriptive noun phrases 
• extend range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 
• express time, place and cause using conjunctions [i.e. when, before, 
after, while, so, because], adverbs [i.e. then, next, soon, therefore], or 
prepositions [i.e. before, after, during, in, because of]  
• develop complex sentences (subordination) with range of subordinating 
conjunctions i.e. after, although, as, because, before, if, even though, so 
that, until, when, whether 
• use compound sentences using coordinating conjunctions: and, or, but, 
so, for, nor, yet  
• use adverbs or adverbial phrases that build a relationship or ‘cause’ i.e. 
therefore, as a result 
• use -‘ing’ clauses as starters i.e. Sighing, Grunting,… 
• drop in a relative clause using: who, whom, which, whose, that i.e. The 
girl, whom I remember, had black hair…. The boy, whose name is 
George, is really brave 

• use the present 
perfect form of 
verbs instead of 
the simple past 
[i.e. He has gone 
out to play 
contrasted with He 
went out to play]  
• include the 
accurate use of 
pronouns in 
sentences 
• use of 
determiners a or 
an according to 
whether next word 
begins with a 
vowel i.e. a rock, 
an open box,  
• use of 
prepositions [next 
to, by the side of, 
in front of, during, 
through, 
throughout, 
because of] and 
prepositional 
phrases to place 
the action: on the 
mat; behind the 
tree, in the air  
 

Text types/genres Vocabulary Punctuation Handwriting/ 
presentation 

Standard 
English 

Y3 Terminology 

Narrative 
Familiar setting story 
Traditional/Cultural 

• select appropriate and effective 
vocabulary 
• choose words because of the effect 

• write with technical 
accuracy of 
punctuation 

• use the 
diagonal and 
horizontal 

learn about 
some of the 
differences 

Consolidate KS1 terminology 
 
Introduce, use and understand: 



story 
Legends/Quest story 
Mystery story 
Classic/Sci-fi fiction 
Picture book 
Extended novels 
 
Poetry 
Kennings 
Repetitive pattern 
poem 
Performance 
 
Playscript 
 
Non-fiction 
Instructions 
Persuasive 
brochure/leaflet 
Hotel report/review 
Non-chronological 
report 
Recount 
Letter 
Newspaper article 
Argument – one-
sided 

they will have on the reader 
• use some ambitious vocabulary (see 
red list) 
• progressively build a varied and rich 
vocabulary 
• form nouns using a range of prefixes 
[i.e. super–, anti–, auto–] 
• use of word families based on 
common words, showing how words 
are related in form and meaning [i.e. 
solve, solution, solver, dissolve, 
insoluble] 
• use a pattern of 3 for persuasion i.e. 
Visit, swim, enjoy! 
• in dialogue, use a powerful speech 
verb i.e. she whispered. 
• use powerful verbs i.e. tremble, slither 
• use boastful language i.e.  
magnificent, unbelievable 
• use more specific, technical 
vocabulary to add detail  

• use commas after 
fronted adverbials 
i.e. Later that day,  
• indicate 
possession by using 
the possessive 
apostrophe with 
plural nouns 
• introduce and 
begin to use 
inverted commas to 
punctuate direct 
speech and 
punctuation inside  
• use a colon before 
what is said in a list 
i.e. What you need: 
• use ellipses to 
keep the reader 
hanging on 

strokes that are 
needed to join 
letters and 
understand 
which letters, 
when adjacent 
to one another, 
are best left 
unjoined 
• increase the 
legibility, 
consistency 
and quality of 
their 
handwriting 

between 
Standard 
English and 
non-standard 
English and 
begin to apply 
what they have 
learnt 

 
•colon, ellipses, inverted commas (or ‘speech 
marks’), 
 
•clause, subordinate clause. direct speech, 
dialogue, determiner, relative clause, 
imperative, preposition, prepositional 
phrases, technical vocabulary, fronted 
adverbial (of time, place and manner), 
adverbial phrase, precise (verb/ adjective), 
synonyms, antonyms, present perfect,  
 
•word family, root words, etymology, 
morphology 
 
•paragraphs, genre, structure, viewpoint, 
evaluate, edit, draft, redraft, proof-read, topic 
sentence 

 
•’show not tell’,  

 
  



Year 4 pupils should be taught (to): 
Spoken language 
• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 
• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 
• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 
• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 
• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates 
• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 
select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 
Reading 
Word Reading Comprehension 
• apply their growing 
knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes 
(etymology and 
morphology) as listed in 
appendix 1, both to read 
aloud and to understand 
the meaning of new words 
they meet 
• read further exception 
words, noting the unusual 
correspondences between 
spelling and sound, and 
where these occur in the 
word 
 

Ø develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 
• listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 
• reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 
• using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 
• increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally identifying 
themes and conventions in a wide range of books 
• preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action 
• discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 
• recognising some different forms of poetry (e.g. free verse, narrative poetry)  
Ø understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by: 
• checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context 
• asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 
• drawing inferences such as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 
• predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
• identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these 
• identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 
Ø retrieve and record information from non-fiction 
Ø participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what 
others say 

Spelling/word structure 
Revision of work from Y1 and 2 
New work for Y3 and 4 (appendix 1): 
• add suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words of more than one syllable 
the /ɪ/ sound spelt y elsewhere than at the end of words 
• the /ʌ/ sound spelt ou 
• more prefixes 
• the suffix –ation 
• the suffix –ly 

Spelling (transcription): 
• use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them (appendix 1) 
• use phonics, morphology and etymology to spell new and unfamiliar  
• spell further homophones 
• spell words that are often misspelt (appendix 1) 
• use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary 
• write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words 
and punctuation taught so far 



• words with endings sounding like /ʒə/ or /tʃə/ 
• endings which sound like /ʒən/ 
• the suffix –ous 

Writing  
Purpose and impact Structure and shape Sentence structure/ Conjunctions Basics 
• draft and write whole texts that are 
interesting, engaging or thoughtful 
• maintain point of view throughout the 
work 
• produce texts which are appropriate 
to reader and purpose 
• include features of a genre/text type 
appropriately and consistently 
• create narratives that create intrigue 
i.e. suspense, cliffhangers  
• create settings, characters and plot 
in narratives  
• create non-fiction that is more 
complicated i.e. contrasting ideas, 
opinions  
• plan, draft and redraft their writing by 
exploring writing similar to that which 
they are planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its 
structure, vocabulary and grammar, 
discussing and recording ideas  
• assess the effectiveness of their 
own and others’ writing and 
suggesting improvements 
• consider/edit changes to grammar 
and vocabulary to improve 
consistency, 
• proof-read for spelling and 
punctuation errors 
• read aloud their own writing, to a 
group or the whole class, using 
appropriate intonation and controlling 
the tone and volume so that the 
meaning is clear 

• organise and present 
whole texts effectively that 
sequence and structure 
information 
• use simple organisational 
devices in non-narrative 
material i.e. headings and 
sub-headings, bullet points, 
numbered steps 
• structure and organise 
writing with a clear 
beginning, middle, end 
• develop openings signalled 
in narrative and non-fiction 
to capture the reader’s 
interest 
• develop closings signalled 
in narrative that are dramatic 
or link back to opening 
• draw strong conclusions in 
non-fiction 
• construct a cohesive piece 
with logical links/breaks 
• introduce paragraphs as a 
way to group related 
material, organising 
paragraphs around a theme 
• write sentences that are 
developed on from previous 
sentences to form 
connected/related ideas 

• compose and rehearse sentences orally (including dialogue), 
progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range 
of sentence structures (appendix 2)  
• vary sentences for clarity, purpose and effect 
• use rhetorical questions to heighten reader engagement i.e. Is it right 

to…? How can we….? 
• use fronted adverbial starters to add detail i.e. Carefully, Amazingly,  
• use fronted adverbial phrases of time, place or manner’ i.e. A few days 

ago, …. At the back of the eye, In a strange way, 
• use long sentences to enhance description or information 
• use short sentences to move events on quickly 
i.e. It was midnight. It was great fun. 
• start sentences with a simile i.e. As curved as a ball, the moon shone. 
• develop secure use of simple/embellished sentences 
• develop secure use of compound sentences (co-ordination) using co-

ordinating conjunctions i.e. and, but, so, far, nor, yet 
• use a sentence of 3 for action i.e. Sam rushed down the road, jumped on 

the bus and sank into his seat. 
• extend range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider 

range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 
• express time, place and cause using conjunctions [i.e when, before, after, 

while, so, because], adverbs [i.e. then, next, soon, therefore], or 
prepositions [i.e. before, after, during, in, because of] 
use more complex conjunctions that set up contrast or relationships i.e. 
despite, nevertheless, consequently 
• develop complex sentences: (subordination) 
• identify and use main and subordinate clauses with range of 

subordinating conjunctions 
• use -‘ed’ clauses as starters i.e. Frightened, Tom ran straight home to 

avoid being caught. 
• use expanded -‘ing’ clauses as starters i.e. Grinning menacingly, he 

slipped the treasure into his rucksack. 
• drop in –‘ing’ clause i.e. Jane, laughing at the teacher, fell off her chair. 

• use of the present 
perfect form of verbs 
instead of the simple 
past [i.e. He has gone 
out to play contrasted 
with He went out to 
play] 
• use appropriate 
choice of pronoun or 
noun within and 
across sentences to 
avoid ambiguity, for 
clarity, cohesion and 
repetition 
• use prepositions: at 
underneath since 
towards beneath 
beyond 
• use conditionals - 
could, should, would 
• use comparative 
and superlative 
adjectives i.e. 
small…smaller… 
smallest, 
good…better… best 
• use proper nouns- a 
particular person or 
thing i.e. Monday, 
Jessica, October, 
England 

Text types/genres Vocabulary Punctuation Handwriting/ 
presentation 

Standard English Y4 Terminology 

Narrative 
Imaginary worlds 
Historical settings 
Fantasy story 

• select appropriate and effective vocabulary 
• make language choices that are interesting 
and varied 
• use some ambitious vocabulary (see 

• write with technical 
accuracy of punctuation 
• use commas after fronted 
adverbials and to mark 

• use the 
diagonal and 
horizontal strokes 
that are needed 

• some of the 
differences 
between Standard 
English and non-

Consolidate previous 
terminology 
 
Introduce, use and 



Modern gothic fiction 
Themes/issues story 
Short stories 
Picture book 
 
Poetry 
Figurative language 
Classic poetry 
 
Playscripts 
 
Non-fiction 
Non-chronological 
report 
Biography 
Newspaper article 
Diary recount 
Persuasive travel 
agent advert 
Explanations 
Magazine article 

orange list) 
• form nouns using a range of prefixes [i.e. 
super–, anti–, auto–] 
• use of the forms a or an according to 
whether the next word begins with a 
consonant/vowel [i.e. a rock, an oven] 
• experiment with word families based on 
common words, showing how words are 
related in form and meaning [i.e. solve, 
solution, solver, dissolve, insoluble] 
• create more complex noun phrases 
expanded by the addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases 
(i.e. the teacher …expands to…. the strict 
maths teacher with curly hair) 
• use dialogue - verb + adverb - “Hello,” she 
whispered, shyly. 

clauses 
• indicate possession by 
using the possessive 
apostrophe with plural nouns 
• use inverted commas to 
punctuate direct speech and 
other punctuation [i.e. a 
comma after the reporting 
clause; end punctuation 
within inverted commas: The 
teacher shouted, “Sit down!”] 
• know the grammatical 
difference between plural 
and possessive –s 

to join letters and 
understand which 
letters, when 
adjacent to one 
another, are best 
left unjoined 
• increase the 
legibility, 
consistency and 
quality of their 
handwriting 

Standard English 
and begin to apply 
what they have 
learnt 

 
• use Standard 
English forms for 
verb inflections 
instead of local 
spoken forms [i.e. 
we were instead of 
we was, or I did 
instead of I done] 

understand: 
 
•conditionals, proper 
noun, rhetorical question  
 
•comparative, superlative,  
 
•metaphor, suspense, 
cliffhanger, 
foreshadowing, empty 
words  
 
 

 
  



 
Year 5 pupils should be taught (to): 
Spoken language 
• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 
• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 
• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 
• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 
• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates 
• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 
select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 
Reading 
Word Reading Comprehension 
apply their growing 
knowledge of root 
words, prefixes 
and suffixes 
(morphology and 
etymology), as 
listed in appendix 
1, both to read 
aloud and to 
understand the 
meaning of new 
words that they 
meet. 

Ø maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 
• continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 
• reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 
• increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, 
and books from other cultures and traditions recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices 
• identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing 
• making comparisons within and across books 
• learning a wider range of poetry by heart 
• preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to 
an audience 
• understand what they read by: 
• checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 
• asking questions to improve their understanding 
• drawing inferences such as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 
• predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
• summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas 
• identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 
Ø discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader 
Ø distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 
Ø retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 
Ø participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously 
Ø explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic 
and using notes where necessary 
Ø provide reasoned justifications for their views 
Ø intonation to make the meaning clear 

Spelling/word structure 



Revision of work from previous years 
New work for Y5 and 6 (appendix 1): 
• endings which sound like /ʃəs/ spelt –cious or   
–tious 
• endings which sound like /ʃəl/ -cial/-tial 
• words ending in –ant, –ance/–ancy, –ent, –ence/–ency 
• words ending in –able and –ible 
• adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words 
ending in –fer 
• use of the hyphen 

Spelling (transcription): 
appendix 1 
• use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidelines for adding them 
• spell some words with ‘silent’ letters, i.e. knight, psalm, solemn 
• continue to distinguish between homophones and other words which are often confused 
• use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and understand that the spelling of some words 
needs to be learnt specifically, as listed in appendix 1 
• use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words 
• use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary 
• use a thesaurus 

Writing  
Purpose and impact Structure and shape Sentence structure/Conjunctions Basics 
• write whole texts that are interesting, engaging or 
thoughtful 
• produce texts which are appropriate for reader and 
purpose 
• execute a text type/genre by including all features or 
adapt where required 
• identify the audience for and purpose of the writing, 
selecting the appropriate form and using other similar 
writing as models for their own 
• note, develop and plan ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary 
• précis longer passages  
• develop ideas in narrative and non-fiction 
• in narrative, consider how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened 
to or seen performed  
• in narrative, describe settings, characters and 
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character 
and advance the action 
• create a more complicated narrative i.e. parallel plot, 
flashback, parody 
• develop more controlled non-fiction i.e. language 
choices support the purpose 
• develop point of view that is clear, controlled with some 
elaboration 
 
• plan, draft and redraft by selecting appropriate grammar 
and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 
change and enhance meaning 
• evaluate and edit by assessing the effectiveness of their 
own and others’ writing 
• consider/edit changes to vocabulary, grammar and 

punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning 

• organise and present whole 
texts effectively that sequence 
and structure information 
• structure and organise 

writing with pace in narrative 
• structure and organise 

writing using supporting 
evidence in non-fiction 
• start new paragraphs to 

show changes in time, place, 
event and/or person 
• use a wide range of devices 
to build cohesion within 
paragraphs i.e. then, after 
that, firstly 
• use a wide range of devices 
to build cohesion across 
paragraphs using a range of 
devices i.e. phrases that bac 
reference to previous points 
• construct a cohesive piece 
with logical links/breaks 
• use organisational and 
presentational devices to 
structure text and to guide the 
reader [i.e. headings, bullet 
points, underlining] 
• link ideas across paragraphs 
using adverbials of time [i.e. 
later], place [i.e. nearby] and 
number [i.e. secondly] or 
tense choices [i.e. he had 
seen her before]  

• vary sentences for clarity, purpose and effect 
• create different emphasis in sentences through word 
order and noun phrases 
• Mix short and long sentences to change, accelerate or 
show pace for reader 
• secure use of simple/embellished sentences 
• secure use of compound sentences 
• use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated 
information concisely 
• use a range of adverbials of time, place, manner and 
number and to link ideas i.e. Beyond the dark gloom of 
the cave, Zach saw the wizard move….Throughout the 
night, the wind howled like an injured creature. 
• use stage directions in speech (speech + verb + 
action) i.e. “Stop!” he shouted, picking up the stick and 
running after the thief. 
• use of rhetorical question 
• use relative clauses, within complex sentences, 
beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or 
with an implied (i.e. omitted) relative pronoun i.e. 
Maisie, who was extremely tired, finished the race. 
• develop complex sentences: 
(subordination), main and subordinate clauses with full 
range of conjunctions: 
• use –ing or –ed verbs to start clauses to build 
complex sentences i.e. Mortified, by what he saw, Harry 
fled the scene.  
• use more complicated adverbial phrases to link ideas 
i.e. on the other hand, in contrast, as a consequence 
• drop in –‘ed’ clause i.e. Poor Tim, exhausted by so 
much effort, ran home.…The lesser known Bristol 
dragon, recognised by purple spots is rarely seen 

• ensure the 
consistent and 
correct use of tense 
throughout a piece 
of writing 
• deploy tense 
choices that support 
cohesion by making 
links i.e. he had 
seen her before 
• use passive verbs 
to affect the 
presentation of 
information in a 
sentence 
• use the perfect 
form of verbs to 
mark relationships of 
time and cause 
• use modal verbs to 
show degrees of 
possibility; that 
something is certain, 
probable or possible 
i.e. might, should, 
will, must 
• use adverbs to 
indicate degrees of 
possibility i.e. 
perhaps, surely  



• proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 
• perform their own compositions, using appropriate 

intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning is 
clear 
Text types/genres Vocabulary Punctuation Handwriting/ 

presentation 
Standard English Terminology 

Narrative 
Cultural stories/settings 
Issues/dilemma stories 
A-Saxon/Viking legends 
Journey story 
Ghost/horror stories 
Significant author 
Picture book 
 
Poetry 
Classic, narrative poetry 
Tanka,Haiku 
 
Non-fiction 
Newspaper reports 
Recount - diaries 
Explanation 
Balanced discussion 
Formal letter of complaint 
Instructions 
Persuasive advert/travel 
brochure 

 

• select appropriate and 
effective vocabulary 
• convert nouns or 
adjectives into verbs 
using suffixes [i.e.     
–ate; –ise; –ify] 
• verb prefixes [i.e. dis–, 
de–, mis–, over– and  
re–] 
• choose vocabulary for 
effect and emphasis i.e 
technical terminology, 
persuasive phrases 
• use some ambitious 
vocabulary  

• write with technical 
accuracy of punctuation 
• use commas to clarify 
meaning or avoid 
ambiguity in writing i.e. 
Let’s eat grandma or Let’s 
eat, grandma 
• use hyphens to avoid 
ambiguity 
• use brackets, dashes or 
commas to indicate 
parenthesis 
• use semi-colons, colons 
or dashes to mark 
boundaries between 
independent clauses 
• use a colon to introduce 
a list 
• punctuate bullet points 
consistently 

Ø write legibly, 
fluently and with 
increasing speed by: 
• choosing which 
shape of a letter to 
use when given 
choices and 
deciding whether or 
not to join specific 
letters 
• choosing the 
writing implement 
that is best suited for 
a task. 

• ensure correct 
subject and verb 
agreement when 
using singular and 
plural, distinguishing 
between the 
language of speech 
and writing and 
choosing the 
appropriate register 
• recognise 
vocabulary and 
structures that are 
appropriate for 
formal speech and 
writing, including 
subjunctive forms 

Consolidate previous 
terminology  
 
Introduce, use and understand: 
 
•parenthesis, brackets, dash, 
hyphen, semi-colon 
 
•modal verb, degrees of 
possibility, relative pronoun, 
(fronted) adverbial of number i.e. 
Firstly, Secondly, 
formal speech, subjunctive form, 
independent clause, main 
clause, passive verb, perfect 
verb form,  
 
•cohesion, ambiguity, flashback, 
flash forward 
 
• sibilance, pun, pathetic 
fallacy, hyperbole 

 
 
  



 
Year 6 pupils should be taught (to): 
Spoken language 
• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 
• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 
• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 
• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 
• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates 
• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 
select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 
Reading 
Word Reading Comprehension 
apply their 
growing 
knowledge of 
root words, 
prefixes and 
suffixes 
(morphology 
and etymology), 
as listed in 
appendix 1, 
both to read 
aloud and to 
understand the 
meaning of new 
words that they 
meet. 

Ø maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 
• continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 
• reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 
• increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends, traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and 
books from other cultures and traditions recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for choices 
• identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing 
• making comparisons within and across books 
• learning a wider range of poetry by heart 
• preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an 
audience 
• understand what they read by: 
• checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 
• asking questions to improve their understanding 
• drawing inferences such as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 
• predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
• summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas 
• identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 
Ø discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader 
Ø distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 
Ø retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 
Ø participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously 
Ø explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic 
and using notes where necessary 
Ø provide reasoned justifications for their views 
Ø intonation to make the meaning clear 

Spelling/word structure 



Revision of work from previous years 
New work for Y6 (appendix 1): 
• vowel letters to words ending in –fer 
• use of the hyphen 
• words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei after c 
• words containing the letter-string ough 
• words with ‘silent’ letters (i.e. letters whose presence cannot be predicted from the pronunciation of the word) 
• homophones and other words that are often confused 
• the /ɔ:/ sound spelt a before l and ll 
• the /ʌ/ sound spelt o 
• the /i:/ sound spelt –ey 
• the /ɒ/ sound spelt a after w and qu 
• the /ɜ:/ sound spelt or after w 
• the /ɔ:/ sound spelt ar after w 
• the /ʒ/ sound spelt s 
• the suffixes –ment, –ness, –ful and –less 
• contractions 
• the possessive apostrophe (singular nouns) 
• words ending in –tion 
• homophones and near-homophones 
• common exception words 

Spelling (transcription): 
appendix 1 
• use further prefixes and suffixes and understand 
the guidelines for adding them 
• spell some words with ‘silent’ letters, e.g. knight, 
psalm, solemn 
• continue to distinguish between homophones and 
other words which are often confused 
• use knowledge of morphology and etymology in 
spelling and understand that the spelling of some 
words needs to be learnt specifically, as listed in 
appendix 1 
• use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning 
of words 
• use the first three or four letters of a word to check 
spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary 
• use a thesaurus 

Writing  
Purpose and impact Structure and shape Sentence structure/ 

Conjunctions 
Basics 

• write whole texts that are interesting, engaging and thoughtful 
• plan writing by identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing 
• choose style/genre features to maintain and challenge reader’s 
interest i.e. elaborate detail in narrative; succinctness of police report 
• adopt well known genres to create different effects i.e. twisted fairy 
tales to explore new viewpoints 
• select the appropriate form and use other similar writing as models 
for their own 
• note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading and research 
where necessary 
• précis longer passages 
• in writing narratives, consider how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen 
performed 
• manipulate reader through the telling of narrative i.e. use of humour 
• control the direction of non-fiction through a range of strategies i.e. 
persuasive devices 
• convey a convincing viewpoint using the views of others to support 
or contrast own opinion i.e. argument/counter-argument 
• draft and write by selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, 

• organise and present whole texts 
effectively that sequence and structure 
information 
• navigate the reader through a text in a 

logical, chronological way or subvert this i.e. 
flash forward, opposing viewpoint 
• construct a cohesive piece with logical 

links/breaks 
• use a wide range of devices to build 
cohesion within and across paragraphs i.e. 
then, after that, firstly; repetition of 
words/phrases, use of ellipsis as cliffhanger 
at end of section 
• link ideas across paragraphs using 
adverbials of time [i.e. later], place [i.e. 
nearby] and number [i.e. secondly] or tense 
choices [i.e. he had seen her before] 
• link ideas across paragraphs using a wider 
range of cohesive devices: repetition of a 
word or phrase, grammatical connections 
[i.e. the use of adverbials such as on the 

• vary sentences for clarity, 
purpose and effect 
• write informally/ formally 

appropriate to genre/text type 
• vary types of sentences 

within a piece, across simple, 
compound and complex 
constructions 
• use expanded noun 
phrases to convey 
complicated information 
concisely 
• use multi-clause sentences 
•  use relative clauses 
beginning with who, which, 
where, when, whose, that or 
with an implied (i.e. omitted) 
relative pronoun 
• use a range of complex 
construction strategies to 
build subordinating clauses 

• ensure the 
consistent and 
correct use of tense 
throughout a piece 
of writing 
• use passive verbs 
to affect the 
presentation of 
information in a 
sentence [i.e. I 
broke the window in 
the greenhouse 
versus The window 
in the greenhouse 
was broken (by 
me)]. 
• use the perfect 
form of verbs to 
mark relationships of 
time and cause 
• use modal verbs or 



understanding how such choices can change and enhance meaning 
• describe settings, characters and atmosphere and integrate dialogue 
to convey character and advance the action, in narratives 
• evaluate and edit by assessing the effectiveness of their own and 
others’ writing 
• propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to 

enhance effects and clarify meaning 
• proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 
• perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, 

volume, and movement so that meaning is clear 

other hand, in contrast, or as a 
consequence], and ellipsis  
• use a range of organisational and 
presentational devices to structure text and 
to guide the reader [i.e. headings, bullet 
points, underlining] 
• use layout devices [i.e. headings, sub-

headings, columns, bullets, or tables, to 
structure text] 
• apply paragraphs across a whole text to 

support the ease of engagement for the 
reader 

with verb starts ending 
‘ing’/’ed’ or adverbs ‘ly’ 
followed by verbs, relative 
clauses and subordinating 
conjunction openers. 
• use more complicated 
adverbial phrases to link 
ideas i.e. on the other hand, 
in contrast, as a 
consequence 
 

adverbs to indicate 
degrees of 
possibility 
• use the 
subjunctive form of 
the verb to 
emphasise formality, 
urgency or 
importance. 

Text types/genres Vocabulary Punctuation Handwriting/ 
presentation 

Standard English Y6 Terminology 

Narrative 
Flashback story 
Mystery/crime story 
Cultural settings 
Real life 
issues/dilemma stories 
Journey/adventure 
story 
Historical settings 
Film Narrative 
Picture book 
 
Poetry 
Classic war poets 
Poetry: imagery 
 
Non-fiction 
Formal police report 
Balanced argument 
Non-chronological 
report 
Biography 
Formal/informal letter 
Diaries/letters – 
informal 
Newspaper article 

• select appropriate and effective vocabulary 
• use varied and precise vocabulary to create 
particular stylistic effects 
• use some ambitious vocabulary (pink list) 
• use adverbs and adverbial phrases to qualify, 
intensify or emphasise i.e. The dog is incredibly 
stupid…or…an exceptional result 
• convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using 
suffixes [i.e.     
–ate; –ise; –ify] 
• use verb prefixes [i.e. dis–, de–, mis–, over– 
and re–] 
•the difference between vocabulary typical of 
informal speech and vocabulary appropriate for 
formal speech and writing [i.e. find out = discover; 
ask for = request; go in = enter] 
• explore how words are related by meaning as 
synonyms and antonyms [i.e. big, large, little]. 

• write with technical accuracy 
of punctuation 
• use commas to clarify 
meaning or avoid ambiguity in 
writing 
• use hyphens to avoid 
ambiguity [i.e. man eating 
shark versus man-eating 
shark, or recover versus re-
cover] 
• use brackets, dashes or 
commas to indicate 
parenthesis 
• use semi-colons, colons or 
dashes to mark boundaries 
between independent clauses 
• use a colon to introduce a 
list 
• use semi-colons within lists 
• punctuate bullet points 
consistently 

Ø write legibly, 
fluently and with 
increasing 
speed by: 
• choosing 
which shape of 
a letter to use 
when given 
choices and 
deciding 
whether or not 
to join specific 
letters 
• choosing the 
writing 
implement that 
is best suited 
for a task. 

• ensure correct 
subject and verb 
agreement when 
using singular and 
plural, 
distinguishing 
between the 
language of 
speech and writing 
and choosing the 
appropriate 
register 
• recognise 
vocabulary and 
structures that are 
appropriate for 
formal speech and 
writing, including 
subjunctive forms 

Consolidate previous 
terminology 
 
Introduce, use and 
understand: 
 
•multi-clause 
sentence, passive 
and active form, 
 
• personification, 
symbolism,  
 
• time slips 

 


